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Guide to Choosing a 

Company Name in India   

Starting a new business is exciting, and one of the first important steps is choosing 

the right name for your company. This name will represent your brand and identity 

in the market, so it’s crucial to make a good choice. Here’s a simple guide to help 

you choose a suitable name, even if you have no technical or legal knowledge.   

 

1. Reflect Your Business Activity in the Name   

When choosing your company name, ensure it clearly indicates what your 

business does. This not only helps customers understand your services but also 

aligns with MCA guidelines.   

Why It’s Important  

A name that reflects your business activity builds trust and credibility. It ensures 

that your name meets MCA rules, which require the name to accurately describe 

your business. For example, if your company offers financial consulting, a name 

like "FinAdvisory Consultants Pvt. Ltd." makes it clear what your business is 

about.   

Add a Relevant Suffix   

Include suffixes like "Consultants," "Technologies," or "Services" to specify your 

business. For instance, in renewable energy, a name like "EcoWave Innovations 
Pvt. Ltd." clearly connects your company to its industry.   

Does your name clearly reflect what you do? Think about how it will resonate 

with your customers.   
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2. Focus on a Unique Prefix for Your Company Name   

When picking a company name, the prefix—the first word or part of the name—

is key. The MCA often decides whether to approve your name based on how 

unique this prefix is.   

Why the Prefix is Important  

The prefix serves as the primary identifier for your company. If it’s too similar to 

existing names, your name might be rejected. For example, if you choose a 

common prefix like "Tech," and there are already companies called "Tech 

Solutions" or "Tech Solvers," the MCA might see these as too similar.   

Have you considered how your prefix sets you apart? Try experimenting with new 

word combinations to find something truly unique.   

Choose a prefix that is distinct and uncommon. If many companies use the same 

prefix, minor differences won’t make your name unique. Consider creating a new 
prefix or combining words creatively to ensure your name stands out.  
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3. Ensure Your Company Name Has Meaning:   

Choosing a meaningful name is essential for both building your brand and 

securing approval from the Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA). The MCA may 

reject names that don’t clearly represent your business.   

Why It Matters  

A name with clear meaning not only makes it easier for the MCA to approve your 

application but also helps customers quickly understand what your business 

does.   

How to Pick a Meaningful Name?  

• Show What Your Business Does: Your name should clearly reflect your 

business activities. For example, "InnovaTech" signals a focus on innovation in 

technology.  

• Connect to Your Values: Choose a name that aligns with your company’s core 

values, like quality or sustainability. This strengthens your brand and meets 

MCA expectations.   

• Explain Your Choice: When submitting your name for approval, include a brief 

explanation of why the name is meaningful. This can help prevent objections 
from the MCA.   

Before finalizing your name, ask yourself: Will this name resonate with my target 

audience and reflect our brand values?   
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4. Avoid Descriptive and Generic Words in Your Company 

Name:   

When choosing a company name, it's important to avoid names that simply 

describe what your business does. The Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA) may 
reject these names because they are too generic and don’t make your business 

stand out.   

How to Avoid Descriptive Names  

• Avoid Common Words: Avoid names that use general terms like 

"Manufacturers," "Technologies," or "Services" without adding something 
unique.   

• Create Something Unique: Combine common words with unique elements. 

For example, instead of "Silk Manufacturers," try something like "SilkWave 

Creations."   

Instead of using broad terms, challenge yourself to create a name that captures 

the unique value your business offers. Does your name stand out in a crowded 

market? 

 

mailto:info@startup-movers.com


 
 

701-180-8002                   info@startup-movers.com www.startup-movers.com 

  5. Ensure Your Company Name is Unique   

When selecting a company name, it's crucial to ensure it stands out from existing 

names. The Ministry of Corporate Affairs(MCA) has specificrules to help you 

determine what makes a name unique and avoid rejection.  

Key Considerations:  

When selecting a company name, it's crucial to ensure it stands out from existing 

names. The Ministry of Corporate Affairs(MCA) has specificrules to help you 

determine what makes a name unique and avoid rejection.  

•  Minor Changes Don’t Make a Name Unique:  

o  Spelling Tweaks & Tenses: Small changes in spelling or using different 

tenses don’t make a name distinct. For example, "Chemtech Ltd." is the 

same as "Chemtek Ltd."  

o  Phonetic Similarities: Names that sound the same, even if spelled 

differently, are treated as identical.  

•  Formatting Doesn’t Differentiate Names:  

o  Punctuation &Spacing: Changing punctuation or spaces doesn’tcreate a 

new name. For instance, "ABC Ltd." is the same as "A.B.C. Ltd."  

o Common Prefixes/Suffixes: Adding common words like "New" or 

"International" doesn’t make a name unique, e.g., "Vijay Corp." and "Shree 

Vijay Corp."  

•  Contextual Changes Aren’t Enough:  

o Word Order: Rearranging the order of words doesn’tmake the name 

different. "Builders and Contractors" is the same as "Contractors and 

Builders."  

o Location & Translation: Adding a place name or translating the name 
doesn’tcreate a new name. For instance, "National Electricity Corp." is the 

same as "Rashtriya Vidyut Nigam."  
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6. Restricted Words in Your Company Name:   

When naming your company, certain words require special permission from the 

Central Government. Using these without approval can lead to rejection of your 

company name.   

Key Categories of Restricted Words   

• Government and Authority: Words like "National," "Central," "Federal," 

"President," and "Governor" imply government connections and require 

approval.   

• Public and Legal Institutions: Terms such as "Board," "Commission," "Court," 

and "Judiciary" suggest authority and are restricted.   

• Economic and Financial Terms: Words like "Financial," "Corporation," and  

"Development Authority" fall under restrictions.   

• National Programs and Schemes: Terms resembling government initiatives, 

like "Development Scheme" or "Khadi," are also restricted.   

Other Important Restrictions   

• Articles: Avoid using "a," "an," or "the" at the beginning of your company 

name.   

• Check for Misleading Words: Ensure your name isn’t misleading or offensive.   
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7. Consider Trademarks When Naming Your Company:   

When choosing a company name, it's crucial to ensure that the name or any part 

of it isn't already trademarked. If you wish to use a name that includes a 

trademarked word, you'll need to obtain a No Objection Certificate (NOC) from 

the trademark owner.   

Why This Matters  

• NOC Requirement: Obtaining an NOC can be challenging, as trademark 

owners are often reluctant to give permission. This can delay or complicate 

the approval process.  

• Advisable to Avoid: To simplify the process and avoid potential legal issues, 

it's best to choose a name that doesn’t include trademarked words.  
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